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� Foster children become part of 

adoptive families and an 
accepting community.

� Adoptive parents have the 
support of each other, older 
adults and professionals 

� Older adults have a sense of 
belonging and contributing in a 
meaningful way.

� 3 Generations coming together 
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� Housing for Families
� Housing for Older Adults
� Gardens
� An Intergenerational 

Center
� A place for after-school 

activities, celebrations, 
events, tutoring

� Counseling Services
� Property Maintenance 

Services
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� We are currently updating 

the design of the 
community 
� to enhance interaction 

among residents 
� make sure the design is 

incorporated well within the 
surrounding community

� As soon as the design is 
approved by the Board of 
Directors, it will be posted 
here.
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People who want to belong to a 
community and make a difference 
in children’s lives either through 
adoption or mentoring.

People from a variety of 
backgrounds
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Contact Information

www.portlandhopemeadows.org

Derenda Schubert, PhD, Executive Director

dschubert@portlandhopemeadows.org



Portsmouth Neighborhood:
Meet your new neighbor,
Portland Hope Meadows

Greg Wilhelm
April 8th, 2008
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Greg Wilhelm – Who am I?

• Home owner who lives 1 block south of 
the proposed site

• PNA board member
• Adopted
• Opposed to Hope Meadows

• My views are not necessarily the views of 
the PNA
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The site
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The troubled history

• City commissioners voted 3 to 2 in favor of granting the 
land to Hope Meadows in 2006
– Dan Saltzman was the sponsor
– Land worth estimated at >$1M
– No other use for land considered

• The neighborhood was misinformed
– Survey said “How do you feel about foster housing?” not “Would 

you like Hope Meadows in the John Ball site?”

• The PNA and many neighbors are not in favor
• Portsmouth has too much subsidized housing
• The Hope Meadows concept does not seem sound to 

critics including commissioner Adams
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Comparison: Rantoul to Portland

’07 median home value: 
$276,500

’05 median home value: 
$99,900

’05 median household 
income: $42,287

‘05 median household 
income: $38,200

’00 Population: 529,121 ’00 Population: 12,918

8 houses, 32 foster children 
& 30 seniors

12 houses (2250 SF), 50 
children & 60 seniors

2.5 acres (former Ball 
School)

22 acres (old military base)

Portland, ORRantoul, IL (pilot)
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The pilot: Rantoul, Illinois 

• Compensation at Rantoul
– Foster parents: 2250 SF house rent free, 

salary of $19,000 a year, health care & 
pension for one stay at home parent with 3-4 
children 

– Seniors: pay reduced rent of $350/month in 
exchange for 6 volunteer hours

• Staff
– 7 full-time: on-site counselor, social worker 

and social programs director 
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The reality at Rantoul

• (April 2007) Now below capacity: 75% foster families, 
80% children & 83% seniors – Where did they go?

• ~10% of the families quit year each year
• Children at Rantoul are the hardest to place of all foster 

children in the state
• Families get 4 foster children in addition to their own
• Each child costs $16k/year, which is higher than average 

in Illinois
• (2007) Running $176k deficit: $1008k expenses vs 

$832k revenue
• Tries to make up shortfall with 20% from Illinois plus 

grants, senior’s rent, donations, etc
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Questions for Portland Hope Meadows

• By Oct ’08 how will you raise the missing $1.3M 
of the $2.5M initial startup money?

• How will you cover ongoing operating expenses 
and shortfalls?

• How do you qualify/screen foster parents and 
seniors?

• What is the income and benefits that foster 
parents and seniors receive?

• How many staff will you have?
• Who will maintain the property?
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What can you do?

• Write/email/call the commissioners
• Blog on portlandonline.com
• Write an editorial to the Oregonian, 

Sentinel, Tribune or Willamette Week
• Write letters to the local sponsors
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Appendix



11 of 9

2007 Financials of Rantoul, IL

Rantoul 2007 Expenses
$1,007,719 Total

Administration, 
$60,463

Fundraising, 
$30,232

Program services, 
$917,024
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2007 Financials of Rantoul, IL

Rantoul 2007 Revenue
$832,094 Total

Interest 
income, 
$49,926

Contributions, 
$58,247

Rental income, 
$141,456

Public funds, 
$424,368

Gains on 
investment, 
$158,098
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References

• http://www.generationsofhope.org/index.htm
• http://www.portlandhopemeadows.org/index.html
• http://www.city-data.com/city/Rantoul-Illinois.html
• Hope Meadows DVD (notably the 60 minutes II 

segment)
• http://www.portlandonline.com
• http://www.portlandtribune.com
• http://www.goodgrowthnw.org/
• http://www.portsmouthneighborhood.com



Portsmouth Neighborhood Forum Questions and Answers
  

1. By Oct ’08 how will you raise the missing $1.3M of the $2.5M initial 
startup money?  
We are actively involved in a fundraising campaign involving submissions 
to foundations, corporations, and individuals. 

2. How will you cover ongoing operating expenses an d shortfalls?  
Operating revenue will come from the income from rent, foundations, 
contracts to serve the youth and fundraising efforts. 

3. How do you qualify/screen foster parents and sen iors?  
Folks wanting to become involved in the intergenerational community will 
participate in a screening process that includes criminal background 
checks, interviews, observations, and references. 

4. What is the income and benefits that foster pare nts and seniors 
receive?  
At this time, we are proposing a salary for the adoptive parent who stays 
home that includes health benefits for the family.  The stay-at-home parent  
salary combined with the income from a modest hourly wage job held by 
the other parent can allow families to live a lifestyle consistent with 
Portland’s median household income with just one working parent (i.e., 
middle class).   

The older adults/mentors will receive a reduction in their rent for 
volunteering several hours a week within the program.  

Additional benefits of living in an intergenerational community include: 
·  Counseling services from trained mental health professionals 
·  Case management and coordination to help navigate the social  

services system 
·  Mentoring 
·  Neighbors who look out for one another 
·  A community that cares about the welfare of one another 

5. How many staff will you have?  
We will have an Executive Director, Child and Family Therapist, Case 
Manager and Child and Family Coordinator. 

6. Who will maintain the property? 
Portland Hope Meadows and Guardian Management 

  



Additional Comments

·  This is a proven model with fantastic outcomes for kids, families, older 
adults and the surrounding community 

·  The City of Portland has supported the project 
·  A major national foundation is supporting the replication efforts across the 

country.  Portland Hope Meadows is one of only 4 places selected. 
·  A number of major local donors are already committed, and we are 

working on both a national and local level to secure the balance of funds 
needed 

·  We are also looking at a range of financing options, including tax credits, 
to reach your goal 

·  This is a community with the expectation that all members will come 
together to watch over and support one another 

·  Oregon’s foster care system needs viable, successful options to help 
foster children become adopted.  We can’t stand by and not help the 
foster children in Oregon to achieve happy, successful lives 

·  There are a number of ways that people can help…
1. Learn more about the organization via our website 

www.portlandhopemeadows.org
2. Volunteer to support the success of the project 
3. Donate to Portland Hope Meadows 
4. Become a part of the solutions to address the foster care crisis in 

Oregon! 
  


